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Gender in Water Management
Dr. Arundhati Patil
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Dr. Amartya Sen visualized poverty in the combination of devoid of opportunities to strengthen
capacities and trigger off the vulnerabilities. Water is one of the most crucial elements in our national d
Planning. The proper management of our limited water resources will be essential to ensure food security fo
our growing population and to eliminate poverty, India has a largest concentration of world poverty that &
30 percent that live below the international poverty line $ 1.9 per day. The resent poverty indicat
constructed by committee set up by Planning Commission are Head Count Ratio (HCR), Poverty Gap Index
(PGI) Squared Poverty Gap Index (SPGI) (source-K N Ninan) Climate change and Rural Poverty Levels i
India EFW January 12,2019 page 36 . India is still considered as agriculture based country whose 56 percent
of population is directly dependent on it. India has got only four per cent of worlds renewable ware
resources in comparing to 17 per cent of world’s population. The erratic nature of monsoon and the
consequent draught that has engulfed nearly half area of the country. Since 1956 the policies were running
through to cater the agriculture based problems in rural India. Water policies were constructed to control the
impending water scarcity. The document doesn’t retrieve measures for women separately. The Tndian
government has framed three national water policies on 1987, 2002 and 2012, The National Water Policy
(NPW)1987 provided to an allocation priority based on principles highlighting sectors like drinking water.
irrigation. hydel power, navigation . industrial use etc. This approach was continued to second policy
document of 2002. The 2012 policy derived from this approach and stressed on availabilily of water and
need of different sector. It gave agriculture the last priority that was largely criticized by the people whoe
work on the issue. Due to huge agitations against it , the policy entrusted the priority on drinking and for the
use of sanitation. Apart from that all the three policies lack the gender aspect. Tanashree Paul in her article *
Viewing National Water Policies through a Gendered lens, has claborately taken a review of waler policy of
India and critically analyzed it in the context with life of the women, The responsibility of managing
household needs rests at women, every day she has to spend most of her time in restoring water and utilizing
it for cleaning to cooking and drinking. Woman and water had have been a very refrospective relationship
from the beginning of civilization, Her structured role is being entangled in utilization of water. And hence
tied the hardship of restoring and managing water to her causes of exploitation.

Today we see that the approach to public —private partnership has sustained with a wider aspect. The
worsening draught situation in almost all parts of India promoted many NGOs and the associations and
corporate social responsibility sectors to contribute to scale up water management programmes |
Objectives of the studies —

The present paper focuses on women’s participation in water management at community and the gender
aspecl in water cup competitions. This paper also strives to assess the leadership development among
WOmen in water cup competition.

Research Methodology-

This study is based on the water management strategies implemented at various villages of Beed district
in the context of water cup competition and women’s’ participation in the water conservation. Under the
descriptive research design qualitative data has been collected with adsipt'mg case study method Three case
studies of three villages that are Patoda, Sripatraywadi and Radi tanda has been done by sighting indicators
like no. ol participation of women, work done with their initiative, training. leadership development and
empowerment.

About Pani Foundation —A company set up in 2016 to work on water scarcity issues in Maharashtra by
providing scientific training of water management to the villagers. It implemented new ideas to engage
government agencies, villagers and the voluntary organizations as well as people who wanted to contribute
for this noble social cause, The Satyamev Jayate Water cup is essentially a competition between villages
who can shift the village to maximum watershed construction with the initiative of peoples participation in
certain period. The water cup has led down norms and the rules as per the village's demographic and
geographic nature. Tt tied up the task with gram panchayat and asked to procure assistance from government
departments and the NGOs. Manual work that is Shramadan is one of the significant components preseribed
in the competition. The pilot project was started in three talukas of Marathwada, Vidarbha and West
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sharashtra regions. That were Ambajogai in Beed dist. Varud in Amaravati and Koregaon in Salara
Tiet. Totall 16 villages participated in 2016. Tt had a grand sucecess because 10.000 people were doing
~=madan daily and diverse groups in the cities and villages were participating voluntarily Doctors, police,
“<orities, IT people and children, students and women did shramadan with grate enthusiasm. The
=ronment got so charged that the people were inspired with values of pride and social responsibility
wards village development. Never had before such kind of unity and enthusiasm of collective activity
messed by people in the village. The huge participation of women was the notable . There was a sense of
“fidence in being able to solve this age old problem themselves, breaking the cycle of dependence of
=vernment 1368 crores liters of water storage capacity was created in Just 45 days, that was valued $ 272
—ore annually..
*_les of Participation in Pani Foundation Water cup competition for villages
Compulsory training to 5 people from the village
- Water conservation work
Waste water management
= 43 days of shramadan

“indings of the Study
wwareness about draught condition- The least rainfall in all villages of Ambajogai blocks resulted in
=ricultural loss as well as made less opportunity for daily wages. Farmers suicide hiked the district and
=ni on a panic wave in the villages to all whom had no permanent source of income. The villagers made
—mpel to think over the draught. The NGO s and the groups in the Ambajogai started awareness campaign
i many people joined with their capacities in the context of money. knowledge. time, etc. Tt led to
<nsitize the people to come together and act concretely for relicf as well as water conservation work T the
=W of accumulating every drop of rain fo next monsoon. It is observed that in the initial stage participation
- women was negligible. The gender role was the main reason in the mind set of villagers as well as the
~cople in the cities who didn’t consider women as the equal partners in all the spheres.
[nitiative by women
-ntervention of Water Cup Competition created a just environment in which the local leadership was being
“obilized to sit together with people and formulate a strategy of development of village. Shramadan was
7¢ of the important components in the competition and was quite difficult to convince to people. Women
I help groups canvassed the idea and without hesitation got ready to undertake shramadan. When women
“arted working for social cause, men joined them latter.
More concern —
Water was much precious to women than that of the politics or the ego and false status images. Men had a
=1V little response in the beginning.. They had lot of misunderstanding and were wondering in the
ndividual benefit from the gram panchayat. Women who generally directly related to the effect of water
scarcity and had better understanding than that of men in the villages . easily came together . They
~esponded to the social responsibility  towords vi lage and felt the need to work collectively for the better
future,
Training- It was noticed that the training of water cup was mandatory to all the villages who registered for
‘e competition, women were not permitted to go for training. The typical patriarcle bias was seen from
‘amilies besides women who took training, and actively participated in the village to convince the people for
shramadan and other water conservation work.
Inadequate representation- Women in three villages were very sincerely doing the Shramadan but in other
water conservation activities like water pond by machine. waste water management ditch, water budgeting,
strategies for the village etc...they were not being involved in decision making. It was Jjust a male centered
activity putting very little weightage to the role to women. There work was under estimated and had not
oeen involved in the crucial matters of the water management,
Gendered leadership — The village environment was so charged in those days that every villager had been
involved and inspired by the idea of village unity, people with their own initiative implementing innovative
ideas to compete with other villages. Apart from that no leadership was developed or not a single woman
was acknowledged as a leading role in the village development scenario. Out of all the three villages two
villages had woman sarpanch and other vi Hage where wife of the sarpanch was very actlive in water
management activities. It was known fact that the village that were in the race of competition, had based on
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the strong support of the women of the villages, In spite of that when the leadership of the village was
recognized on the state leve] platform, masculinity was given come forward to get felicitated
Thus the present study has laid more weightage on the contribution of women in (he water management
activity and its effeet on constructing women leadership in water CUp competition. Water cup competition
s very comprehensive objectives to enhance the waler management capacities of the village Tt was an
assessment of those villages who held prizes in water cup competition in the block level. The social
component of gender equality was not strengthen and somehow not ensured in the process, Iy becomes a one

sided or we may call it as male oriented development where benefits and financial progress will be directed
lowards man headed sociely.

L. Burden of child nutrition in India, Article by Swaminathan Akshay, Blossom Jeffery, Joe William,
The children of India, Article Published in Human Touch, September 2018, Vol-XV

2
3. Ku. Nilam. (2014), Sociology, S. Vikas Company India.
4. Shahapurkar p. M., (2015), Evolution of Social Work Profession, Vidyabharti Prakashan, Latyr
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Analytical Study with Special Reference to Ambajogai
Tahasil

Prof. Dr. Rama Pande
Manavlok’s College of Social Work, Ambejogai Dist. Beed.

‘ntroduction

Adolescence is a stage of life which signifies transition from childhood (o youth. An

~lescent experiences several physical, psychological and emotional changes during this phase.

~ming this stage adolescents are trying to establish their own socjal identity and want to prove

~~nselves in all fronts. But our families and society restrict the girl child to open up and enjoy

= ‘reedom as a human being.

Present study proves that, yet, on almost every measure of development, because of deep

=l gender inequalities and discrimination, rural girls are fare worse than rural boys and urban

achieve the key targets goals of 2030 agenda, like : End of
ms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere and eliminate all
“ee against

This a time to make efforts to

forms of
all women and girls in the public and private sphere, including trafficking and
<! and other type of exploitation,

Achieving gender equality and empowering women and girls is the unfinished business

— time, and the greatest human right challenges in our world (The UN Secrelary General

E
 =£e on International Women’s Day 2018) This statement is true and the present study is

‘wucted in this background to fulfill objectives lo analyze the impact of gender discrimination

© ll-round development of adolescent girls.

Children are the citizens of tomorrow. They are the wealth, the real social

~on. The quality of a nation depends on

capital, of a

physical and psychological development of its

- Jren. They are the pillars of tomorrow's healthy society,

India is home to almost 19 percent of the world's children. More than 1/3 of the

—y’s population, around 440 million, is below 18 years, 40 percent of the children are need

= and protection, which indicates the extent of the problem. The challenge is to reach out
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the most vulnerable and socially excluded child of this country and create an environment were
in not only is every child protected, bul every child especially girl child has excess to
opportunities and education for all-round growth and development,

2011 Indian census reveals some shocking data about child population. Child population
in India has decreased where as overall population has increased by about 17.64 percent in last
10 years. Something that is alarming is that the sex ratio of children under six years has dropped
to just 914 girl children per thousand boys and 913 females to 1000 males, an imbalance causing
many girls to suffer from mall nutrition in comparison to boys.

Health Status of Girl Child

For a Nations progress, it is essential that the health of its population, including health
and nutrition of women, children and a specially girl children, mothers of the new generation, is
adequately cared for. The health and nutritional status of women, children and adolescent girls
leaves much scope for improvement, as anemia affects 74 percent of children under the age of
three years, more than 90 percent of adolescent girls and 50 percent of women. Girls are more at
risk of malnutrition than boys because of their lower social status, It has serious consequence
because mal nourished children are less likel ¥ to perform well in school and more likely to grow
into mal nourished adults at a greater risk of disease and early death.

Even in the 21* Century, the girl children are suffering due to a secondary status in their
Families and in society. In such unfavorable situations in family and society, the girl child is
double deprived. Besides common deprivations, she is discriminated because of her sex. Due to
this discrimination morbidity is higher among the female children than among male and girls
entered adolescents and motherhood in under nourished condition, in turn giving birth to
undereight babies. Thus girl children are neglected.

Educational Status of Girl Child
v Education is the corner stone of girl's empowerment because it enables her to respond to
opportunities, to challenge their traditional roles and to change their future.

According to 2011 census report, Pre-primary school participation, gross enrollment
ration (%) of girl children in 2007 w0 2010 is 54 percent, primary school participation: net
enrollment ration (%), 2007 to 2010, of gitl children is 94 percent. Secondary school

participation, net attendance ratio from 2003 to 2010, of girl children is 49 percent.
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Education helps girls to know their rights and 1o

gain confidence to claim them, Despite
government efforts, education

appears to be a distant
This educational backwardness of girls

society.

dream for many of a girl from rural area.
has been the cause of

low status of girl children in
Hence, parents have to change their artitude

towards educational development of their

daughters and encourage them for learning,
Social Status

In many homes across the country, girls are treate

d with indifference, Daughters are
considered as Tiabilities,

Every 34 minutes, 3 rape takes place. Every 44 minutes, a sexual

harassment incident occurs.  Every 43 minutes » woman is

kidnapped and every 93 minuies, g -
woman is burn to death over dowry.,

One — quarter of the teported rapes involve girls under the
age of 16, but they are never reported.

As India races towards ach leving superpower

Stature, the status of child population is a
setious problem. Without

increasing the status of iy child population especially girl child, it

can be assessed with the progress of
their necessities, because children are the future of tomorrow.,

¢ a huge backlog of deprivations,
lacking in terms of health care, education and other facilities.

cannot become a super power, The development of Nation

its children by ensuring them al|

Bll_; India children continue 1o fac especially  girl children sti]]

It is only a women who understands that, whether

a male or female child. it should be
healthy and given equal

status. A woman has the power

Lo end the evil of dowry system also,
As girls are given a chance to live, there

will be control in population. Families wil|

ay's women have (o
She will eventually be a balanced mother.

vanish,

be small,
healthy, better educated ang happy. Tod

be given the confidence to live,
The craving for
Diserintfination between male and female child has

have to behave responsibly and
Methodology

the ubiquitous male hair has to

to be end forever, Educated Indians
Sel an example for one another,

The present study is focused on the impact of gender discrimination on adolescent girl’s

educational health, punishment, discrimination, economic dis
cte. For the purpose of this study Ambajogai Tah

selected as

crimination, cultural discrimination

asil of Beed district in Marathwada region was

universe. Random sampling method was used to collect data from rura areas of

tahasil. The sample included school going girl children in the age group

of 11 10 18 years, The
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airl children who appear in the focused group discussion i.e. 250 girl children were selected as a
respondent which was followed by one to one interaction.

Interview schedule was prepared for one to one interaction which includes open and close
ended questions.

The study shows that gender discrimination is prevail among the families of girl children.
Indicators of the discrimination decided for the study were

i}y Familial discrimination

iiy  Economic discrimination.

i)  Cultural discrimination.

iv) Educational discrimination.

i)  Familial discrimination includes: Food, house work, going outside, Punishment for
mistake, Punishment for not returning home in time, not providing health facilities and
ill treatment.

ii) Economic discrimination includes: Sending to trip/ excursion, to buy new clothes, to
bring medicines, buying of books, buying of vehicles and the given pocket money.

iii) Cuoltural discrimination includes: Playing, going to cinema, watching TV, and
visiting friends.

iv) Educational discrimination includes: Sending to school. to participate in school
programmes and to participate in sports competition.

Indicators of discrimination in the present study show that girls in rural areas are
discriminated at all levels. So girl’s involvement in school declines, their participation in sports
and other programme is less with diminished house hold earnings and social position.

The study reveals that the gir] children in rural areas are made to do house work in 97
percent cases, where as boys are not at all asked to help their mothers in her domestic work, 80
percent girls are not allowed to participate in playing games and 99 percent girls are prevented
[rom going to cinema houses. Boys enjoy the freedom of visiting friends, where as 60 percent
girls are discouraged [rom doing the same. About 70 percent girls are denied new clothes and
other things. Outdoor sports and excursion is a taboo. Also 80 percent girls receive punishment
for not coming home within time limits, 95 percent will not spared for even small mistakes.

Ower all, ill treatment is meted out 1o 99 percent girls as compared to boys.
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Conclusion

The study reveals that the girls are made to shoulder the responsibility of their siblings
and do the household chores as their parents are mostly away from home for eaming. Girls at
home have to prepare food, wash utensils and clothes and look after their younger brothers and
sisters, Besides doing some or other work at home, sometimes they have to go for outside work
with their mother to earn for the family. This results in their irregular school life and school
dropout. In such situation the elderly who supervise them and the relatives who visit the home,
misuse the situation by gaining her trust through their power, or authority or even by love and
sympathy and they succeed in sexually abusing the girl child. .

The above figures clearly indicate gender discrimination and that the girls get ill
‘reatment in their homes. They are forced to do house work, are not sent to school regularly.
They are not allowed to participate in outdoor games and play with children of their own age
aroup.  They are also discriminated in healih care, the HB level among the studied girls is
netween 7 to 10. Their small mistakes are also not forgiven and a harsh punishment like not
2iving food, not purchasing new clothes ete. is given. Punishments like scolding, public insult,
physical torture and beating is a common thing. All this goes to make the girl child feel interior
and lose their status in the family. It discourages them from voicing their grievance, foreing
ihem 1o tolerate ill treatment and sexual abuse and these girl children are gets ill treatment,
nunishment for her mistakes only because she is a “girl child’.

This discriminatory treatment to girl children is an indicator of their low status in the
ramily. Due to low status, they feel inferior and due to lack of attention by the parents these girl
children never find suitable atmosphere in their homes to share their problems. They feel
insecure, as there is a lack of communication in the family. Thus gender discrimination becomes
hindrance in her all round development.

Suggestions
¢ Families should give equal treatment to the boys and girl children.
*  Families ensure that their girl children should get their right of complete free, equitable
and quality primary and secondary education with effective learning outcomes,
* At government and societal level efforts should made cffectively to end all forms of

discrimination against all women and girls everywhere.
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e  Efforts should also need effectively to eliminate all forms of violence against all
women and girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and
other types of exploitation.

e It is necessary to work to eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced
marriage.
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