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Introduction

Women play very important role in agricultural production, animal husbandry and other related
activilies. Their rule is of the atmost importance not only for developing the rural economy but also in
ensuring food security. During COVID 19 lockdown in India , womens unpaid work load in both domestic
chores and care for family has noticeable increased. Most of the women agriculture labours in Ambajogai
tehsil are depend on agricultural work so, their primary source of livelihood. In off season these women do
not get any work so women are without work combined with increasing numbers of non earning day
means women easily fall into continuous debt. The risk of debt is those families where both husband and
wife are depend on agricultural daiy wage work for their lively.In such a situation, ultimately the burden of
ensuring a ready household food suy falls on the women head. Due to COVID 19 such families 1 suffering
from extraordinary strain, because every laboure is now jobless indefinitely.

These rural agricultural labour women are the backbone of agriculture and puardians of
household food security in their communities. The make essential contributions as small holder farmers, as
unpaid labour on family farms, and as wage labourers , including as seasonal and informal workers on
commercial farms. When men migrates to urban areas for secking work, these women are assuming a
bigger share of agriculture production beyond their roles as principal household food producers and fuel
wood and water collector and they are also almost exclusively responsible for children’s nutrition. Female
agricultural workers who make up about 43% of the agricultural labour force in developing countries over
represented in unpaid and low paid seasonal or part time jobs. The labour market is not natural 1o men and
women. It favours men against women gender inequalities exist in almost all sectors. The division of
labour is highly sex based. Higher wages are male preserves, where as women do work as same nature
bringing in lower wages . Gender inequality is also marked in acquiring educational and oceasional skills.
Farm woman through shouldering equally for their counterpart men folk in various activities at the farm.
their efforts are negligibly recognized and thus they are deprived from their human rights.

All these inspire the researcher to study the impact of COVID with following ohjectives
1. Tostudy the impact of COVID 19 on women agricultural labourer

2. Tostudy the gender in equality and it’s effect on agricultural women labour

Reasearch Methodology

The respondents for the present study were all women agriculture labour in Ambajogai 40 samples
where selected by using purposive sampling method the samples were selected randomly the schedule was
carcfully prepared to clicit the general information and to collect the information about specific ohjectives
by formalating structured, unstructured objective type questions.

Findings of the study

It was found in the study that all forty agricultural women labourers and their counter parls are
completely depend on agriculture as a means of livelihood. It was found that COVIDIY induced
lockdowns have had far reaching impacts on the rural sector | particularly on women farmers. Womens
access o agricultural extension was impacted by the lockdowns and its effect on agriculture productivity.
It was also found that womens already have low access to formal extension was reduced further, leading to
an increased reliance on informal social networks, the covid crises had laid
Bare the disproportionate the impacts being faced by women agricultural labourer.

In this study research er wanted to understand the gendered impact of COVID 19 lockdowns on
food and water security, livelihood income, houschold violence ctedt was found that most of
the(42percent) agriculture women labour were faced domestic violence during the crisis. In the study it
was found that 65% women are comes under the category of not asking opinion while taking decisions in
the family the shows how gender disparity is is remains in the Indian rural families. Tt was also found that
60.5% women were not feeling secure at their workplace this finding also shows discrimination in our
society. 72.5% women have no medium of entertainment, except chatting but due to crisis there is no
opportunity to chit chat,

180




‘Akshar Wangmay' UGC Care Listed, Internutional Rescarch Journal, TSSN: 22304929 March 2022, Special Tssue-V, Volume-|
“Cavrent Seenario iy Farguages, Sovial Sciences, and fo Fmpact an Social hevedapmen

The study also reveals the fact that these agriculture women labour are disproportionately
impacted by COVID 19. Women tend to experience more lingering income shocks and have greater
difficulty accessing food than men, Furthermore, pandemic is increasing the work burden on women due to
school closure and the additional care needs of Sick family househald members. The covid-e19 |ockdown
has push the labour families into an undurable situation that has alTected their lives and health, then the
disease itself, Fsychologically they are now experienceing tremendous fear of poverty in addition o
disease, and are incredibly vulnerable to hunger and malnutrition . Due to this economic crisis following
the pandemic has pushed most of the agricultural women labours reeling under debt.

Concluding Remarks

Rural agricultural women labours are the major contributors for agriculiure and its allied fields,
Her work ranges from crop production, livestock production to cottage industry. From household and
family maintenance activitics, to transporting water, fuel and fodder, Despite such a huge involvement, her
role and dignity has yet not been recognized .women stalus is low by all social ,cconomic ,and political
indicators. women's wage work is considered a threat to the male ego and women's engagement in multiple

made gender sensitive and rescarch, development, extension and services be engendard to give due
recognition to the multiple role played by WiNTen workers.
Due to pandemic not only agriculture women labour us food and livelihood security being being
affected, their vulnerability to mental health problems and gender based violence also increased. So, itis
necessary o design and implement appropriate policies and programs which mitigates some of the
negative impact of pandemic on women. Government and other institution should come up
with appropriate social security strategies and opportunities to gencrate skilled employment through
suitable micro and small enterprises. To help these families government must immediately implement its
NREGA work plan which was announced afier lock down .Rations and groceries made available at the
door steps to meet there daily food needs. By giving equal status, equal remuneration (o equal work and by
protecting her rights as a human being is still urgent requirement,
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